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FAQ'S 

 

1. What is Wylab? 

2. What is the "Wylab Incubation Programme 2019" (WIP2019)? 

3. What are the objectives of WIP 2019? 

4. Which areas of the world of sports are affected by WIP2019? 

5. How can I participate to WIP2019? 

6. How much does WIP2019 cost? 

7. Can I participate only if I have a solution applicable to the world of sports? 

8. Is WIP2019 an international program? 

9. What are the requirements for participation and the deadlines for submission of the 

applications? 

10. What is meant by early stage startups? 

11. What do you do for startups in the growth stage? 

12. What are the criteria for selecting applications? 

13. What are the main phases of WIP2019? 

14. What are the benefits for participants in the Wylab Incubation Programme 2019? 

15. What is the incubation programme? 

16. What is the acceleration program? 

17. What is the Investor Day? 

18. How long does WIP2019 last? 

19. Is physical presence in Chiavari required to follow WIP2019? 

20. Does Wylab invest directly in startups? 
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1. What is Wylab? 

Wylab is the first sports-tech incubator in Italy, it selects, develops and finances innovative tech 
startups in vertical sports, it is part of an Italian and international network of dozens of companies 
with which it collaborates and has invested directly in 8 contexts. Active since 2016, Wylab acts as 
a catalyst for innovation within a complex ecosystem made up of federations, leagues, clubs and 
athletes, sport-tech brands, investors, startups and the world of research, representing, together with 
the other companies in the group (Wyscout and Entella Chiavari), a unique development and 
innovation hub for sports, and not only in Italy. Wylab also provides consulting services on open 
innovation projects and provides training programs on the development of self-employment, 
marketing and digital transformation.  
 
For more information: www.wylab.net 

 

 

2. What is the "Wylab Incubation Programme 2019" (WIP2019)? 

WIP2019 is Wylab's 4th incubation and acceleration programme, which identifies and supports the 

best solutions and technological innovations capable of bringing added value to the world of sports 

through a 12-week journey. 

 

3. What are the objectives of WIP2019? 

Wylab's incubation and acceleration programme has as its main objectives: 

● Support the growth path of the most innovative start-ups developing products or services for 

the sports industry;  

 

● facilitate access to the main sports players, such as federations, companies, clubs and 

sports-tech brands; 

 

● facilitate the raising of financial resources through access to the world of investors. 

 

 

4. Which areas of the world of sports are affected by WIP2019? 

Participants in WIP 2019 should produce technologies or solutions that are applicable in the following 

areas: 

● Athletic performance: data & analytics, Wearables and sensors, injury prevention, health 

and wellness, intelligent video systems, training and new exercise methodologies, IoT, diet 

and nutrition; 

● Fan experience: fan profiling, social media, community, merchandising, virtual and 

augmented reality, gamification, broadcasting innovation; 

● Smart arena: security, fan engagement, ticketing, sports tourism, food&beverage, 

connectivity, cashless payment, access control and event management; 

● Digital Media: media, broadcasting, social media, digital marketing, second screen; 

● Club management: management platforms, vertical membership, sports marketing, 

community events, CRM; 

● E-sports: competitions between gamers and new infrastructure for their production and 

consumption. 

http://www.wylab.net/
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5. How can I participate in WIP 2019? 

You can present your project on the dedicated platform https://www.wylab.net/applications/, where 

you will find the call for application and a form to fill in with the following fields: 

● Registry information of the proposer and the company 

● Description of the activity 

● Team Description 

● Product/service description 

● Reference market 

● Definition of the competition 

● Competitive advantage of the product/service 

● Revenue generation 

● Investments received 

● Attachments: Pitch Deck and Profit&Loss prospectus 

 

6. How much does WIP2019 cost? 

Participation in WIP2019 is free of charge. 

 

7. Can I participate only if I have a solution applicable to the world of sport? 

If you have a startup that has its main activity in another sector, but whose service can also be 

applied to the sports field, we will consider your request. 

 

8. Is WIP2019 an international program? 

Yes, participants may be natural or legal persons of any nationality.  

 

9. What are the requirements for participation and deadlines for submission of applications? 

The call is open to projects that are both in the early stage of development and startups in a more 

consolidated phase of life, growth stage, that have an innovative and tech product/service for the 

world of sports. 

Applications must be made on the online platform https://www.wylab.net/applications/ from April 15th 

to May 31st. 

 

10. What is meant by early stage startups? 

A startup is defined as an early stage one, when the development of the project is in its initial phase, 

it must have a Minimum Value Product (MVP), the product/service must be innovative and with an 

identified business opportunity.  

https://www.wylab.net/applications/
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11. What is meant by growth stage startups? 

A startup is defined as a growth stage one, when it has a product/service already present on the 

market, a validated business model, an ability to grow quickly, and has already received at least one 

seed investment. 

 

12. What are the criteria for selecting applications? 

● Team: team composition, motivation, complementarity and vertical skills 
● Innovative character: level of innovation and impact of the business in the reference sector, 

significant investments in R&D, intellectual property, relevant and distinctive innovative 
aspects, development phase, originality and creativity. 

● Market and positioning: identification of the problem and need to be solved, entry strategy 
and size of the reference market and the relative shares to be reached 

● Feasibility / Product: Product development phase of the service product 
● Economics: potential for success, business sustainability, profitability and expected returns 
● Scalability: the ability of the business to sustain itself in the long term and to expand 
● Synergies with Wylab: affinity with existing activities in the network 

 
 

13. What are the main phases of WIP2019? 

The Wylab Incubation Programme 2019 consists of the following phases and timeframes: 

15 April - 31 May: Collection of applications 

03 June: Communication of selected projects 

07 June: Selection Day 

24 June-28 June: Beginning of incubation and acceleration path 

29 July - 02 August: Interim evaluation 

October 18th: Investor Day 

 

14. What are the benefits for participants in the Wylab Incubation Programme 2019? 

Selected startups will have numerous benefits at their disposal: 

➔ A 12-week incubation program in Wylab 

➔ A 12-week acceleration program in Wylab 

➔ Access to the sport-tech network of the incubator 

➔ Access to investments and financing 

➔ Entry into a hub of excellence composed of Wylab, Wyscout, Virtus Entella, sports clubs and 

companies.  

 

15. What is the incubation programme? 
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The incubation program is dedicated to early stage startups and includes a training and consulting 

course at the Wylab certified incubator aimed at product/service validation and market analysis. 

Following a mid-term evaluation with Wylab, the startups that have achieved their objectives continue 

the program, focusing on the revision of the business model, the drafting of the business plan and 

the Pitch Deck for the next step of finding financing and investments. 

 

 

16. What is the acceleration program? 

The acceleration program is dedicated to startups who are in a more advanced stage of 

development, growth stage. The course consists of a Due Diligence phase and specific consulting 

meetings with Wylab mentors, in particular on the validation of the business plan and aimed at a 

commercial push and fundraising. 

 

17. What is the Investor Day? 

Investor Day is the last phase of the incubation and acceleration process during which startups 

present their activities to potential investors. 

 

18. How long does WIP2019 last? 

The incubation and acceleration path has a total duration of 3 months with 1 or 2 weekly meetings. 

 

19. Is physical presence required in Chiavari to follow WIP2019? 

During the meetings, which take place weekly and last a maximum of two days, physical presence 

is required in Chiavari. 

 

20. Wylab invests directly in startups? 

Wylab reserves the right to invest in startups that overcome the various phases of the incubation 

and acceleration paths. Since 2016, Wylab has directly invested in 8 startups.  

 

If we have not answered your questions, please write to us at info@wylab.net or call us at +39 340 

7800684. 
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